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The Other Press has been Douglas College’s student newspaper since 
1976. Since 1978 we have been an 
autonomous publication, independent 
of the student union. We are a 
registered society under the Society 
Act of British Columbia, governed 
by an eight-person board of directors 
appointed by Wand from our staff. 
Our head office is located in the New 
Westminster campus.  
The Other Press is published 
weekly during the fall and winter 
semesters, and monthly during the 
summer. We receive our funding 
from a student levy collected 
through tutition fees every semester 
at registration, and from local and 
national advertising revenue. The 
Other Press is a member of the 
Canadian University Press (CUP), 
a syndicate of student newspapers 
that includes papers from all across 
Canada. 
The Other Press reserves the 
right to choose what we will publish, 
and we will not publish material 
that is hateful, obscene, or condones 
or promotes illegal activities. 
Submissions may be edited for clarity 
and brevity if necessary. All images 
used are copyright to their respective 
owners. 
Our collective meets every Monday @ 6:00p.m. Anyone can join!
By the time you read this, we’ll have entered the final week of National Novel Writing Month—or for the shortcut artists 
out there, NaNoWriMo. What started 14 years ago as a way 
to get people writing has grown to a mammoth event, with 
over 300,000 participants registered this year alone. The goal 
of NaNoWriMo is to have people write a 50,000-word novel 
within the month of November and submit it before midnight 
on November 30 to a word count validator on the official 
NaNoWriMo website. To sum it up, everybody goes out, buys a 
caffeine-IV, and tries to write a novel in 30 days.
Maybe this is the first you’re hearing about the month-long 
writing fiesta. Maybe you’re already past the 40,000-word mark 
and can see the word count finish line in sight. I’ve been hesitant 
to write about NaNoWriMo up until this point because of how 
undecided I am about the event. I’ve never undertaken such an 
enormous project and I was unsure if I could issue judgment 
on something I’m more than likely incapable of doing myself. 
But what kind of a writer would I be if I wasn’t overly critical of 
everything?
Don’t get me wrong; I think the idea behind NaNoWriMo 
is a fantastic one and I think everyone, regardless of their 
occupation, hobbies, or skill level, should write more. But the 
failure rate of NaNoWriMo is staggering, with less than 20 per 
cent of writers reaching the minimum word count back in 2009. 
Even on its own, shooting out 1,666 words a day for a whole 
month sounds exhausting, but paired with a regular work 
and/or school schedule, the time commitment could become 
too much. I’m sure people participating in NaNoWriMo have 
already thought about these challenges, but I just wanted to 
emphasize the undertaking.
I’ve read enough about NaNoWriMo that I don’t feel like I 
can add much to the argument either in support or against the 
movement. What spurred my decision to join the conversation 
though was an idea to provide suggestions for what people 
could dedicate their time and words to. Instead of taking part 
in NaNoWriMo, I suggest you funnel your creative juices into 
something more manageable and possibly even something 
you’ll actually enjoy.
A large part of our readership is composed of post-
secondary students, so is it too obvious to suggest enrolling in 
a creative writing class? Douglas College has plenty to choose 
from, with introduction courses on writing poetry, plays, fiction, 
children’s literature, and more. Some of my favourite classes 
and instructors came from the creative writing department, so 
you can use that as a reference. Take a break from your usual 
academic niche and pursue something that’s likely a bit more 
creative. If you’re a stickler for prerequisites, sometimes creative 
writing courses can substitute for English classes on your 
transcripts—but make sure you check with an academic advisor 
before you use my Lettitor as a registration guide.
A less formal approach to more writing would be to simply 
take the time to brainstorm, either by yourself or preferably 
with some friends. I have a penchant for coming up with 
ridiculous ideas for sitcoms and movie plots that realistically 
have no chance of ever making their way onto an actual screen, 
but it’s enjoyable to sit around with friends and spitball pitches. 
Round up two of your favourite, most creative people and six of 
your favourite, most delicious beer and see what you can come 
up with. You don’t have to commit to pursuing any of the ideas, 
and you never know when brilliance might strike (hint: it’s 
around the three-beer deep mark).
My last suggestion for people looking to increase their 
writing is to get involved with yours truly, the Other Press. 
Douglas doesn’t have a journalism program so the majority of 
our contributors are people who just like to write or want to get 
involved with a group on campus. It’s a fantastic place to start 
developing writing skills and the amount of time you put into 
the paper is entirely dependent on how much you want to take 
on. We even pay contributors $50 for every five issues they write 
for—an offer you’ll never hear from NaNoWriMo.
Whether it’s completing a novel in under a month, enrolling 
in a poetry class at Douglas, or reviewing your new favourite 
album for the Other Press, I encourage everyone reading this 
to allot more time in their lives for writing. It’s one of the most 
useful skills to have, you’ll meet some creative people doing 
it, and you’ll get to experience the satisfaction that comes with 
writing something awesome. 
And feel encouraged to continue doing all of this after 
November 30 has come and gone.
So it goes,
Jacey Gibb
Editor-in-chief
3News.www.theotherpress.ca
Part two of our exclusive 
interview with Mayor 
Wayne Wright
In the second instalment of our interview with New 
Westminster Mayor Wayne 
Wright, he speaks candidly 
about the fire that destroyed 
a historic block in the Royal 
City, his advice for young 
people considering a career 
in politics, and his thoughts 
on the scandal surrounding 
Toronto Mayor Rob Ford.
There have been a number of 
rumours that you will not be 
seeking re-election in 2014. 
Can you confirm whether 
or not you will be running 
in next year’s municipal 
elections?
First of all, I’ve been very 
fortunate because not many 
people have the opportunity 
to be a mayor of a city of 
this size and in this locale 
in the world. I’ve been very 
fortunate to have had a 12-
year run and that’s pretty 
special in itself. I have to 
make my decision probably 
in six months from now and 
I’m very open-minded about 
it because I have to consider 
my health to make sure I’m 
capable of working. I probably 
work more than the average 
person and that’s because I 
love it. So I haven’t got an 
answer for that yet.
I also want to make sure 
that, if I did leave public life, 
I would leave the city in a 
great state to make it capable 
to move forward. I have a lot 
more programs, but I wouldn’t 
have a lifetime big enough to 
take care of them all. 
So that’s a decision to be 
made later. 
What advice would you give 
to either students or young 
people who would like to go 
into politics?
I am one of the biggest 
supporters of having young 
people get involved in politics. 
And there’s nothing more 
important in politics than the 
municipal level of politics, 
because you can’t run away 
from your obligations. You 
cannot hide what the results 
are going to be and say that 
someone else made you 
do it. Myself and six other 
councillors, we make the laws, 
the rules, and if we make a 
mistake, for me, you just tell 
people. Thankfully we haven’t 
made too many.  
What advice do you have for 
Douglas College students or 
anyone in terms of exploring 
the City of New Westminster?
Well, I think we are 
trying to build and grow the 
city somewhat with Douglas 
College students in mind. 
You don’t have to go very 
far to get all of the same 
amenities you can get almost 
anywhere. Hopefully, we 
will have some more unique 
things that take place once 
we have the downtown 
buildings completed, like 
the Trapp Block, and also 
the fire will provide us with 
new opportunities, and the 
Civic Centre. I hope that these 
opportunities will go to benefit 
people in our area. And our 
people are Douglas College 
people. 
How can Douglas College 
students be more involved 
in the community in New 
Westminster?
I think the first thing 
is that we have a couple of 
committees where we ask 
Douglas College students to 
provide their input into what 
we’re doing. The other thing 
that I’m fairly strong on is to 
get Douglas College students 
to get involved with our high 
school, and we’ve only got 
one. They should be the role 
models and mentors for these 
young people coming up. 
I think the demographic of 
Douglas College is one that’s a 
little older and one that’s had 
a taste of life already; one that 
made mistakes like we all do. 
And so they’re able to go in 
and show young people that 
you have to work hard and 
Douglas College is one of the 
avenues open to these high 
school students. 
What are your thoughts on 
the recent fire that destroyed 
a part of downtown New 
Westminster?
The fire comes with two 
things: we can’t do anything 
about it, and nobody was hurt. 
Our fire department did a 
magnificent job at containing 
the fire, because the truth be 
known, had the winds come 
up, we could have lost all 
of downtown. That’s not an 
exaggeration, especially at that 
time of year. 
Now what happens is 
that we have to look at it as 
an opportunity. We have to 
ask what we are going to 
put there, and what does the 
city need that this piece of 
property, at its terrific location, 
gives us the opportunity to do. 
I feel badly that it happened, 
but we can’t do anything 
about it.
Do you have any advice for 
Toronto Mayor Rob Ford?
[Laughter] Well, you 
know, there is something good 
that’s come out of this, and 
that is I’ve directed my staff 
to find out how much it’ll cost 
for me to get a bobble-head. 
[Laughter] I’d like to leave a 
memento to the people, and I 
think that’s a great one. 
In all seriousness, 
it’s a shame because the 
responsibilities of a mayor 
are huge. You have to wonder 
how he does it—he’s probably 
got good staff around him and 
good councillors. I wish him 
all the best but I think he’s 
past his due date. He’s still 
got a lot of people who are 
supporting him because Rob 
Ford probably has his finger 
on the pulse of the people. 
Saying the right things on 
taxation, and poverty, and 
jobs—I haven’t followed the 
story but I’m assuming that’s 
why he’s got such strong 
support. 
New Westminster mayor leaves door open to running for a fifth term
Patrick
Vailancourt
News Editor
news@theotherpress.ca
Patrick
Vailancourt
News Editor
news@theotherpress.ca
Adult basic literacy stu-
dents at Douglas College 
will continue to work at 
keeping their class
Douglas College administrators announced 
last week that they would be 
keeping the daytime adult 
literacy class going through 
the Winter 2014 semester, 
in accordance with the 
commitment the college made 
with the literacy students earlier 
this year to discontinue the class 
as of the spring. 
The students and their 
I-CARE program tutors are 
celebrating this small victory 
and promise that they will 
continue their effort to keep the 
class going beyond next spring. 
Although the class will continue 
for its existing students, it will 
not be able to accommodate any 
new students. There are roughly 
10 people on a waiting list to 
enter one of the literacy classes. 
The 12 students in the 
daytime literacy class have 
challenges in attending similar 
classes held at different times 
primarily due to family 
commitments or physical 
impairment. 
Earlier this year, Douglas 
College’s senior management 
team made a decision that 
would see basic literacy services 
at the college scaled back. 
Students in the daytime class, 
supported by their I-CARE 
program tutors, petitioned the 
Douglas College board to make 
a presentation at the November 
21 meeting, but last week their 
request to appear before the 
college board was denied. 
Representatives of the literacy 
students are scheduled to meet 
with Douglas College President 
Dr. Scott McAlpine and Dr. 
Kathy Denton, the college’s 
vice-president of academics and 
provost, early next month. 
Amyn Gillani, a student 
in the daytime literacy course, 
says that he’s happy with the 
decision to extend the class for 
another semester and that he’s 
“getting smarter and smarter 
everyday.”
“Coming to school is a joy,” 
said Gillani, who is studying in 
an effort to acquire a BC driver’s 
licence. 
Meg Stainsby, the dean 
of the faculty of language, 
literature, and performing arts, 
told the Other Press in a phone 
interview that the decision to 
extend the daytime class for 
another semester came after a 
review of student progress and 
the needs of these students. 
“We want to support the 
students who are currently 
enrolled who find themselves in 
the transition,” said Stainby. 
Some of the students in 
the daytime class have not yet 
completed the 100-level courses, 
and upon review, the college 
has decided to keep the daytime 
class for another semester to 
allow for current students 
to complete their level and 
move onto higher levels in the 
program. 
Stainsby also said that, 
while Douglas College 
administrators made the 
decision to reduce the 100-level 
adult basic literacy classes by 
half, resources and alternatives 
will be provided to those in 
the community who are on 
a waiting list to join a class. 
The college plans to offer 
one 100-level literacy course, 
which would accommodate 
about 12 students per semester, 
particularly because it ties in 
with the I-CARE program, 
Douglas College’s tutor 
certification practicum. 
Stainsby also indicated that 
the daytime classes are not being 
“targeted,” but that the decision 
on which class to eliminate, be 
it the daytime or evening class, 
is a decision left to the program 
coordinator. 
For the time being, the 
students are happy to know that 
they will have a class to come 
back to after the holidays, and 
indicate that they will continue 
to lobby college administrators 
to keep both 100-level courses. 
Daytime literacy classes to stay for Winter 2014
Mayor Wayne Wright | Photo courtesy 
of www.tenthtothefraser.ca
4Know the scoop or have a lead? Contact the editor at news@theotherpress.caNews.
Douglas Students’ Union 
celebrates the college 
community’s diversity
The lobby of the New Westminster campus was 
packed on Thursday, November 
21 as Douglas College hosted 
students for its annual 
International Day celebration. 
A similar event took place two 
days prior at the David Lam 
campus in Coquitlam. Douglas 
College has a proud reputation 
of attracting many international 
students from all corners of the 
globe, and the event proudly 
showcased the diversity of the 
Douglas College community. 
The crowded concourse 
saw students make their way 
through the booths and stages 
on display. Over 30 booths 
were set up around the area, 
and there was representation 
from all around the world, from 
First Nations to Malawi culture, 
and as far away as Japan and 
Kazakhstan. 
The exhibits presented 
students and attendees with the 
opportunity to learn more about 
the cultural icons of different 
countries. Several booths 
featured alphabets or phrases 
of the culture’s native language 
and taught a few sample 
words to visitors. Many others 
featured small trinkets or objects 
commonly associated with their 
culture, such as Russian nesting 
dolls or origami from Japan. A 
few tables even featured screens 
with music videos or shows that 
are culturally relevant—perhaps 
the most memorable being the 
international hit “Gangnam 
Style” from South Korea. 
A makeshift tea and 
coffee house was set up in the 
concourse, featuring a variety 
of hot drinks from around the 
world as well as many types 
of popular snacks from a 
number of different countries. 
Candy, dried fruit, chips, and 
carbonated drinks—some 
directly imported—were all 
made available. 
The Douglas Students’ 
Union (DSU), the organizers 
of the festivities, also took 
the opportunity to plug some 
of their initiatives, including 
an information booth for the 
International Student Identity 
Card (ISIC). All full-time 
students at Douglas College 
are eligible to benefit from the 
perks associated with the ISIC, 
including substantial travel 
discounts through the Canadian 
Federation of Students. The ISIC 
is valid all around the world and 
offers discounts and exclusives. 
By simply filling out a form and 
getting your picture taken, you 
could get registered and have 
the card mailed to you shortly 
thereafter. 
Tables were also available 
advertising the many exchange 
programs offered by Douglas 
College. These all involved 
travelling to a different country 
for internships, jobs, or studies. 
Some programs were just for the 
summer while others involved 
working for an entire year on 
a student visa. Former and 
current participating students 
and teachers were available to 
provide more information.  
In addition to showcasing 
cultural exhibits, International 
Day featured a variety of live 
performances. In the morning, 
lessons were taught to anyone 
willing to try bhangra and salsa 
dancing. Throughout the event, 
there was dancing, singing, 
and music representing various 
countries. 
As with all DSU events, 
representatives were there to 
answer questions and explain 
the activities and rules. There 
was a contest available to 
students to win valuable prizes, 
including Canucks tickets, a 
night at a hotel downtown, 
and a tablet. To enter, students 
had to actively participate in 
International Day through 
“passports” that were provided 
at the DSU table. The passports 
were to be stuck with stickers 
and signed by eight separate 
booths at the event, indicating 
that the student had fully 
involved themselves in the 
activities. The passport could 
then be entered into the draw 
for prizes.
International Day at Douglas College
Cazzy
Lewchuk
Staff Writer
Exam Jam will allow 
students to cram 
alongside tutors
Tutors and staff at the Douglas College Learning Centre 
are revving up their services as 
they prepare to host their first-
ever Exam Jam at the end of the 
current semester. 
The Learning Centre, 
both at the New Westminster 
and David Lam campuses, 
will be hosting two-hour 
long sessions beginning on 
December 4. Exam Jam sessions 
will include tutors in various 
fields of study, including 
psychology, economics, biology, 
and accounting. Although 
the sessions will not cover all 
available subject areas taught at 
Douglas College, services at the 
Learning Centre are available to 
all students, and appointments 
can be made online. 
Organizers of the Exam Jam 
will be setting up information 
booths in the concourse at both 
campuses during event dates 
to make students aware of the 
services being provided. 
Samantha Berbeck, the 
services coordinator at the 
Douglas College Learning 
Centre, says that while the 
Learning Centre is a popular 
service offered to students, there 
was definitely a need to ramp up 
during the exam period. 
“Exam time can be stressful 
and we would love to make it a 
little bit easier, and maybe even a 
little fun,” says Berbeck. 
When asked why it’s 
important to host an Exam Jam, 
Berbeck touted the benefits of 
the tutoring services available to 
students. 
“Students who use the 
Learning Centre keep coming 
back for a reason,” says 
Berbeck. “Our tutors are students 
themselves, and love imparting 
their wisdom and study tips to 
their students.”
While not all courses are 
covered in the comprehensive 
sessions offered during this exam 
period, the Learning Centre is 
a place for all students to learn 
study strategies, tips, and even 
utilize a quiet space to cram. 
“Students can also drop 
by the Learning Centre for 
25-minute tutoring sessions, 
study space, and to collect study 
skills handouts,” says Berbeck. 
The Learning Centre will 
also be promoting its Twitter 
contest throughout the exam 
period. Students who follow the 
Learning Centre (@dclearningctr) 
between December 4 to 
December 10 will be entered into 
a draw to win the first pick of 
weekly tutoring sessions during 
the Winter 2014 semester. 
Exam Jams are a relatively 
new concept and have taken 
off in recent years. Most major 
research universities in Canada 
and many in the United States 
have these types of events for 
their students to help them 
navigate through exam periods 
successfully. This is the first time 
such an event is being facilitated 
by the Learning Centre at 
Douglas College.
For more information 
on the Douglas College 
Learning Centre or to book an 
appointment online, students are 
encouraged to visit their website 
at www.douglas.bc.ca/services/
learning-centre/tutoring.html
Douglas College Learning Centre to host study sessions
You might have better luck studying at one of the upcoming Exam Jams
Photo courtesy of  Joel McCarthy
Exam Jam Study Session Schedule
The schedule for two-hour exam 
jam sessions is as follows:
Learning Centre, Room 2105 New Westminster Campus
PSYC 2300: Dec. 5, 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 
ACCT 1110: Dec. 6, 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
CSIS 1175: Dec. 6, 1:30 p.m.-3:30 p.m. 
ECON 1250: Dec. 9, 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
ECON 1150: Dec. 10, 12:30 p.m.-2:30 p.m.
Learning Centre, Room A1040 Coquitlam Campus
FINC 1231: Dec. 4, 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
BIOL 1203: Dec. 4, 1:30 p.m.-3:30 p.m.
Patrick
Vailancourt
News Editor
news@theotherpress.ca
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A global recap of the 
events from the past year
As we approach the end of 2013, the Other Press gives 
you a summary of some of the 
events that have taken place 
to date. In next week’s issue of 
the Other Press, the last one of 
2013, we will look ahead to what 
people can expect in 2014. 
January
(US): President Barack Obama is 
inaugurated for a second term.
(Mali): French troops begin 
military operations in Mali 
against anti-government Islamic 
extremists.
February
(North Korea): Detonation of a 
nuclear device in North Korea’s 
third recorded nuclear test.
(Vatican City): Pope 
Benedict XVI resigns, becoming 
the first pontiff in almost 600 
years to abdicate. 
(South Korea): Inauguration 
of President Park Geun-hye, the 
first woman to become head of 
state in Korea’s history.
(Russia): About 1,500 
people are injured and 
thousands of buildings 
destroyed in eastern Russia as 
a meteor explodes entering the 
Earth’s atmosphere. 
March
(Vatican City): Catholic conclave 
elects Cardinal Jorge Bergoglio 
of Argentina as the Church’s 
266th pontiff, replacing the 
retired Pope Benedict XVI. This 
marks the first time the Catholic 
Church has elected a leader 
from outside of Europe in more 
than a millennium. 
(Canada): Nigel Wright, 
then-chief-of-staff to Prime 
Minister Stephen Harper, 
sends a cheque for just over 
$90,000 to Senator Mike Duffy, 
which would begin what is 
now referred to as the Senate 
Expenses Scandal. 
April
(US): Three people are killed 
and hundreds are wounded as 
bombs explode near the finish 
line of the Boston Marathon.
(Bangladesh): A garment 
factory used by many 
mainstream clothing brands 
collapses in Dhaka, killing over 
1,100 people.
May
(Canada): Details of the 
Senate Expenses Scandal 
start to become public after 
Nigel Wright announces his 
resignation as Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper’s chief-of-staff.
(UK): British solider, Lee 
Rigby, is slaughtered in the 
middle of the day by two 
men with knives and a meat 
cleaver. The killers then speak 
to onlookers in the area before 
being shot and apprehended by 
police.
(Syria): The Syrian civil 
war spills over its borders, as 
Israel launches two airstrikes 
aimed at military targets in 
Syria and as Hezbollah fighters 
based in Lebanon ramp up their 
involvement in the struggle. 
June
(US): Former CIA contractor 
Edward Snowden becomes 
America’s “public enemy #1” 
as he releases documents to the 
media regarding a US foreign 
surveillance program. 
July
(Egypt): Egyptian President 
Mohamed Morsi is deposed in 
a military-led coup d’état and 
is arrested. This prompts the 
continuation of demonstrations 
and violent protests throughout 
Egypt. 
(UK): The Duke and 
Duchess of Cambridge welcome 
their firstborn, Prince George, 
who is now third in the line of 
succession to the British throne. 
(Canada): A train 
derailment in Lac-Megantic, 
Quebec causes a massive 
explosion which destroys 
the town’s downtown core, 
killing 47 people in the worst 
rail disaster in Canada since 
Confederation. 
August
(Syria): Reports surface that 
chemical weapons have been 
used in the Syrian conflict, 
prompting worldwide 
condemnation against the 
government of Syrian President 
Bashar al-Assad. 
September
(Kenya): Shoppers at the 
Westgate Mall in Nairobi are 
evacuated as militants from 
al-Shabaab target non-Muslim 
shoppers, resulting in 72 
deaths. The standoff with police 
continues inside the mall for 
four days. 
October
(US): The government of the 
United States shuts down as 
Congress fails to pass a budget. 
Eight-hundred thousand federal 
workers are told to go home 
until the shutdown comes to an 
end. The shutdown lasts for 16 
days before Congress approves 
a debt limit deal, ending the 
government shutdown.
November
(Philippines): Typhoon Haiyan 
devastates the Philippine 
islands in one of the worst 
natural disasters recorded in 
the country. There are reports 
of more than 5,000 people dead 
and more than 1,000 remain 
unaccounted for.
The year in review: 2013
Typhoon Haiyan Philippines | Photo courtesy of www.jana.com
Patrick
Vailancourt
News Editor
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‘Almost Human’ review
Almost Human is a gritty, sci-fi crime drama from producer 
J.J. Abrams that takes place in 
the year 2048. Technology has 
reached new heights and with 
it has come a lot of criminal 
activity. Police officers are 
required to have an android 
partner to help them fight these 
crimes. The show revolves 
around Detective John Kennex 
(Karl Urban) and his android 
partner, Dorian (Michael Ealy), 
who is unlike the other androids 
because he can feel emotions.
The technological gadgets 
of this story are impressive 
innovations that make the police 
work easier, such as with the 
addition of android partners. 
They also make it much more 
difficult for the police to 
catch the bad guys, as in the 
case of a DNA bomb that can 
contaminate all DNA samples in 
the vicinity.
Another highlight in the 
show is the humour integrated 
into the storyline, particularly 
the interactions between Kennex 
and Dorian. It is witty and at 
times made me laugh out loud, 
which is a nice contrast to the 
dark tone of the crimes Kennex 
and Dorian are fighting against.
I found Almost Human to 
be really worth watching. It is 
one of the best new programs to 
premiere this season.
‘The Hunger Games: 
Catching Fire’ review
In The Hunger Games: Catching Fire, Katniss Everdeen 
(Jennifer Lawrence) and Peeta 
Mellark (Josh Hutcherson) 
return from a Victory Tour 
around Panem only to find 
out they have to participate 
in a special all-stars edition of 
the Hunger Games called the 
Quarter Quell.
The people in charge say 
the games are called for because 
of a “wrinkle” in The Hunger 
Games Act, but they are also a 
way for President Coriolanus 
Snow (Donald Sutherland) to 
hurt Katniss or force her to 
work with him because he fears 
she could start a revolution. 
Snow works with the Quarter 
Quell game maker, Plutarch 
Heavensbee (Philip Seymour 
Hoffman), to try to accomplish 
this.
The structure of the film 
is similar to the previous 
Hunger Games movie. The first 
few minutes involves Katniss 
and Peeta dealing with what 
happened to Rue in the last film. 
There were a lot of twists in the 
movie and it ends with a hint of 
what’s coming in the next sequel 
and the film’s theme song, 
“Atlas,” performed by Coldplay.
Jena Malone is brilliant in 
her portrayal of Johanna Mason, 
the District 7 Tribute, and could 
get an Oscar nomination for her 
performance.
Get ready for the cops of the future
Get ready for another round of ‘The Hunger Games’
Lauren Paulsen, Contributor
Jerrison Oracion, Contributor
Anniversary episode 
airs on TV, in theatres
Grab your fez and put on your thinking glasses 
because The Day of the Doctor has 
arrived. The long-awaited 50th 
anniversary episode of Doctor 
Who premiered simultaneously 
at various movie theatres and 
on television screens around the 
world on November 23.
The 75-minute episode 
follows the Doctor (currently 
played by Matt Smith), a Time 
Lord who travels the universe 
in a blue police box, as he and 
his former incarnations (David 
Tennant and John Hurt) go on 
an adventure through time 
and space to save the Earth 
and maybe even their soon-
to-be-destroyed home planet, 
Gallifrey.
With an interesting plot 
set between present day 
and the Elizabethan era and 
featuring special effects that 
rival blockbuster movie hits, 
the episode seems more like a 
cinematic film than a season 
opener for a television show.
In Vancouver, the televised 
broadcast and theatre showings 
began at 11:50 a.m. to coincide 
with England’s 7:50 p.m. 
showtime. Dedicated fans sold 
out the theatre shows as soon 
as tickets became available 
while others loyally sat by their 
televisions for the commercial-
free broadcast.
But how did a low-budget, 
black and white, children’s show 
that debuted on November 23, 
1963 gain such a devoted fan 
following?
Many of the recent fans 
attribute their passion for the 
show to its 2005 reboot with 
Christopher Eccleston as the 
Doctor and Billie Piper as Rose 
Tyler, the fan-voted number one 
companion of all time. The new 
series embraced the sci-fi genre 
and filled the show with special 
effects while sending the Doctor 
and Rose across the universe 
and through time from the 
Victorian era to the end of the 
world, battling foes and putting 
their lives in peril for the greater 
good.
The reboot also went 
for darker episodes than its 
predecessor and featured the 
deaths of lead characters—such 
as the Doctor, who regenerates 
instead of dying to allow for 
recasting—and the departure 
of companions Amy Pond 
and Rory Williams, who were 
attacked by Weeping Angel 
monsters.
Speculation over which 
former characters and guest 
stars would appear in the 
50th anniversary episode ran 
rampant among fans over the 
last year. They predicted former 
companions like Rose and the 
actors who previously played 
the Doctor would appear in the 
episode.
Piper returns, as many 
expected, and plays a variation 
of her original Rose character. 
Tom Baker, who played the 
Doctor in the 1970s, also makes 
an appearance in the episode.
The Day of the Doctor is an 
instant fan favourite with solid 
writing and special effects, 
entertaining guest appearances 
and inside jokes, and fantastic 
comedic timing between Doctor 
actors Smith and Tennant. Doctor 
Who is an excellent example of 
what classic British television 
can achieve when people believe 
in it and support it.
‘Doctor Who’ celebrates 50 years of timey-wimey fun
Day of the Docotor promo | Photo courtesy of www.dt16community.nbed.nb.ca
The Hunger Games: Catching Fire | Photo courtesy of Murray Close/Lionsgate
Karl Urban in Almost Human
Photo courtesy of Fox
Cheryl
Minns
Arts Editor
arts@theotherpress.ca
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Hollywood Theatre 
shows final film
In the good old days before television was common, 
movies were kind of a big 
deal. Going to the cinema was 
exciting and a primary source of 
entertainment. The experience 
included full-length films with 
a bunch of cartoons sandwiched 
between, and tickets were only 
25 cents. The seats were plush, 
the popcorn only cost a dime, 
and the ushers wore bow ties.
Today, most cinemas 
are sprawling buildings in 
the suburbs with a dozen or 
more movies playing at once. 
Although independent single-
screen theatres exist, they are a 
dying breed. The thrill of seeing 
an old movie in a single-screen 
venue and being temporarily 
sent to the past may very soon 
be a part of the past.
One such local cinema 
struggling to survive is the 
Hollywood Theatre in the heart 
of Kitsalino.
Originally opened in 1935, 
the theatre had to close its 
doors in 2011. It re-opened in 
September 2012 to function 
primarily as a Pentecostal 
church, with occasional movies 
being shown for special events. 
A current plan by the City 
of Vancouver to remodel the 
theatre as a fitness centre is 
well underway. The church is 
required to vacate by November 
30.
From November 20 to 
22, the Hollywood Theatre 
presented what is likely its last 
film screening ever. The movie 
was the 1938 Frank Capra 
classic, You Can’t Take it With You, 
which captured the nostalgia of 
the Hollywood Theatre.
The film was projected 
in its original 35mm format, 
of which only one copy still 
exists. It was shipped directly 
from the Library of Congress 
to Vancouver—a wonderful 
effort put in by the theatre staff 
to ensure a genuine and quality 
film experience.
Veteran projectionist 
Curtis Emde has worked at the 
Hollywood for over 15 years. He 
presented a short film about his 
current projector projects and 
history with the theatre before 
the main film showing.
Afterwards, local film 
professor and critic Michael 
van Den Bos gave a detailed 
introduction to the classic the 
audience was about to see. He 
explained its position in current 
film and elaborated on the cast 
and crew—such as reminding 
the audience that back then, 
Frank Capra was as much of a 
big name as Steven Spielberg 
is today. Knowing the context 
provided a somewhat more 
interesting experience for the 
audience as the red curtain 
pulled back to reveal the black 
and white Columbia Pictures 
logo and the film began.
Watching the film in its 
original form transported the 
audience back into the late 1930s. 
For two hours, there were no 
3-D glasses, no surround sound, 
and no theatre staff walking 
past the screen. There was 
simply a grainy, black and white 
screwball comedy from the 
director of It’s a Wonderful Life 
and the quiet sound of popcorn 
and audience amazement.
The entire event was 
organized by volunteers. 
Admission was by donation, 
with all proceeds going to cover 
the cost of shipping the film 
and to local community arts 
organizations. Making money 
was not the goal of these three 
final nights at the Hollywood 
Theatre; rather, the event was 
created to raise awareness of the 
general arts situation. Petitions 
and websites were prominently 
displayed throughout the event 
for audience members interested 
in getting involved.
A classic trip to the movies 
may one day soon not even be 
possible. Despite the history, 
charm, and usefulness of the 
Hollywood Theatre, it seems the 
City of Vancouver has decided 
a fitness centre is somehow a 
better fit for the space.
I would rather enjoy classic 
films and be transported back to 
a more magical time of cinema.
Cazzy
Lewchuk
Staff Writer
You can’t take the romantic cinema experience with you
Hollywood Theatre | Photos courtesy of Les Bazso/Vancouver Sun
For two hours, there were no 3-D glasses, no surround 
sound, and no theatre staff walking past the screen. 
There was simply a grainy, black and white screwball 
comedy from the director of It’s a Wonderful Life and 
the quiet sound of popcorn and audience amazement.
Have an idea for a story or review? Contact the editor at arts@theotherpress.ca
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White Rock Players’ Club 
spins a golden tale
 
Bryce Paul Mills is a long-time performer with White Rock 
Players’ Club, but his signature 
role with the company is the 
dame in its annual pantomimes. 
The Other Press caught up with 
Mills during a rehearsal and 
photo shoot for Rumpelstiltskin 
for some words about his 
experiences in pantomime in this 
unique role type.
Without giving away any 
spoilers, what can viewers 
expect to see in Rumpelstiltskin?
You’re going to see a lot of 
action, suspense, drama, comedy, 
cartoon slapstick, also belly 
dancing—by me—and a lot of 
sauciness. 
Would you like to offer 
some background on your 
experiences in theatre in 
general?
A lot of it, especially for 
panto, is acting a huge, big 
character as over the top as you 
can go, especially with cartoons. 
That’s what I always think of 
with pantos, as breaking that 
fourth wall and being extremely 
out there, playing over the 
top moves and running and 
whatnot. Other bits like normal 
acting is just research: look into 
the character, and try and make 
the character your own as best 
as you can.
What drew you into the world 
of panto, and why has it stayed 
with you to this day?
Back in Britain, we have a 
thing called The Nativity, which 
is doing the whole story of the 
birth of Christ. I used to get to 
play the shepherd because I 
had my own toy cuddly stuffy 
lamb. The shepherds are cool 
because they’re the only ones 
with animals, like a Disney 
kind of thing. Then, panto was 
because, being a big British 
tradition, I’d always see the 
pantos in the theatre, and they’d 
always have celebrities in them. 
I’ve been doing panto for… oh, 
blimey, since I was the age of 
seven. Back in Britain, I’ve only 
ever played the dame once. But 
I’ve played the comedy sidekick 
character, like Wee Willie 
Winkie, when I first came over 
here. And then obviously the 
dame. My first ever show for the 
White Rock Players was Mother 
Goose.
How long have you played the 
dame in panto, and how would 
you describe those experiences?
I’ve played the dame 
once before back in Britain for 
Stafford College for Beauty and 
the Beast; I played the nice sister 
with the huge, big afro wig. It 
was like, do your own make-
up. I’ve met other people who 
played dames, and they have 
their own make-up that they put 
on, false eyelashes and whatnot. 
When I came over here, I played 
Wee Willie Winkie, the comedy 
sidekick part. After that, I 
played the dame for Pinocchio—I 
was the big schoolteacher. 
Me and [cast member] Ray 
Van Ieperen are a force to be 
reckoned with because we like 
ad-libbing so much. We make 
the show our own; every show 
is completely different for any 
audience. It can’t be the same 
because the jokes get boring, not 
only for the actors but it shows 
towards the audience as well. 
We just like to keep it alive and 
fresh, and do something that 
completely keeps the rest of the 
cast on its guard!
If there’s a panto that you’ve 
never done that you’d want to 
perform in, what would it be 
and what role type would you 
want to play, besides the dame?
Okay, that’s a toughie. 
[Pauses to think] Oh, of course! 
Cinderella, as Buttons [the 
servant character]. Straight 
down the line, it’s always 
Buttons. Buttons is the best 
panto character in the world. 
He’s the one who loves 
Cinderella, but never gets her. 
I always think, “Why?! Don’t 
go for Prince Charming, he’s 
boring! He’s a girl as well!”
Rumpelstiltskin will be playing 
from November 29 to December 
28 at the Coast Capital 
Playhouse in White Rock. For 
ticket information, contact 
the Coast Capital Playhouse 
box office at 604-536-7535. For 
more information, go to www.
whiterockplayers.ca.
Tune in next week for part five 
of British Pantomime 101!
British Pantomime 101 part four: ‘Rumpelstiltskin’
Clive Ramroop, Contributor
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Brittney MacDonald, Columnist
‘Avengers: The Children’s 
Crusade’ review
Avengers: The Children’s Crusade proves that not 
all superhero fiction is a cut 
and dry battle of good vs. 
evil. It deals with heavy issues 
of sexuality, love, loss, and 
redemption. It is a perfect 
merging of beautiful art and 
a thought-provoking and 
engaging plot. 
Written by Allan Heinberg, 
Children’s Crusade is the 
conclusion to what many fans 
refer to as “the Scarlet Witch 
Saga.” The saga began in 2004 
with Brian Bendis’ Avengers: 
Disassembled and then continued 
in Heinberg’s previous 
work, The Young Avengers. 
Yet Children’s Crusade can be 
read on its own without prior 
knowledge of the other works.
The book follows Wiccan 
and Speed, members of the 
Young Avengers, as they search 
for the Scarlet Witch, who 
they believe is their mother 
and whose betrayal resulted 
in the Avengers disbanding 
several years before. Conflicting 
opinions over what should be 
done with the Scarlet Witch 
after she’s found bring about 
a conflict between the X-Men 
and the remaining Avengers, 
with the Young Avengers and 
the Scarlet Witch caught in the 
middle. They work to escape 
both superhero teams and 
recover the Scarlet Witch’s 
lost memories while using her 
and Wiccan’s powers to fix the 
damage she caused before her 
disappearance. 
The art by Jim Cheung 
provides a classic approach of 
heavy inks, yet is done with 
such detail that the panels don’t 
appear blocky or weighed down 
by an overabundance of black. 
The colours are bright, forgoing 
traditional cell shading for 
smooth transitions that make 
the panels look clean rather than 
overcrowded.
This book is beautiful, 
engaging, and one of the best 
graphic novels I have ever read. 
I highly recommend it for comic 
fans as well as newcomers 
wanting to broaden their literary 
horizons.
The Avengers are back with a new hero classic
Avengers: Childrens Crusade book cover
National writing 
competition coming 
to a close
National Novel Writing Month, or NaNoWriMo 
for short, is an online 
competition at www.
nanowrimo.org for aspiring 
writers to produce 50,000 
words in the month of 
November. The Other Press 
introduced readers to the 
competition earlier this month, 
but for any of you who feel 
it’s too late to complete your 
novel by the deadline, Douglas 
College has a solution.
Carmen Fowle, a Douglas 
student and NaNoWriMo 
municipal leader, hosts Write-
In meetings at the David 
Lam campus in Coquitlam 
for students and local writers 
to get together and work on 
their novels. She chose the 
David Lam campus when she 
organized the meetings last 
year because the Tri-City area 
didn’t have a Write-In event 
for writers to get together at. 
Write-Ins happen in Room 
B2340 every Wednesday from 
6:30 to 9 p.m., with the final 
session on November 27.
Getting together with 
other writers can be useful for 
motivation, especially with 
Word Wars, a 15- to 20-minute 
writing period where Write-
In attendees are encouraged 
to write as many words as 
possible and overcome any 
writer’s block.
“In the spirit of NaNo, it’s 
more quantity over quality. The 
idea is that you can always go 
back and revise it later to get 
the quality,” Fowle explained.
One of the highest word 
counts she’s seen in a Word 
War at Douglas was about 800 
words in 15 minutes achieved 
last year.
“If you want to hit that 
50,000 goal or even a lower goal 
that you’ve set for yourself, 
just make sure you set a little 
bit of time aside for yourself 
every day. It’s like studying: 
you have to set that time, sit 
down, and just madly type. It 
doesn’t matter what’s going on 
the page, it’s something and 
it’s better than nothing,” Fowle 
said.
If a writer doesn’t reach 
the word count by the end 
of November, he or she can 
always compete again the 
following November. While the 
word count is important, part 
of the competition’s purpose 
is to encourage writers to 
dedicate a month to writing in 
order to produce a novel in 30 
days.
“No matter what total you 
have at the end of the month, 
that’s still more words than you 
had at the start of the month,” 
Fowle said. “Especially when 
you’re juggling school and 
work, it’s an accomplishment.”
Cheryl Fowle, a Langara 
College student and Carmen’s 
sister, has competed in several 
years of the NaNoWriMo 
competition, but instead of 
shooting for the 50,000-word 
goal, she sets personal goals.
“Every year, I’ve beaten my 
word count,” she said. “Even 
though I haven’t won, I’ve just 
kept going at it and this year 
I’ve continued the trend and 
maybe will be able to make it.”
She has already broken the 
halfway mark of 25,000 words.
When Carmen Fowle 
needed motivation to complete 
her novel one year, she headed 
over to the NaNoWriMo online 
chat room.
“I wrote 15,000 words on 
November 30, which was a 
pretty impressive feat,” she 
explained. “I had a plate of 
food sitting beside me for six 
hours that day. It was uneaten 
because a lot of the people that 
I was in the chat word-warring 
with would not let me eat until 
I was done.”
If you want to finish your 
novel by the end of the month, 
grab your laptop or a pen and 
paper and head down to the 
David Lam campus for some 
last-minute motivation and 
inspiration.
There’s still time to produce a novel in November
Cheryl
Minns
Arts Editor
arts@theotherpress.ca
While the word count is important, part of the competition’s purpose is to encourage 
writers to dedicate a month to writing in order to produce a novel in 30 days.
Life & StyLe. Have a fitness tip or recipe to share? Contact the editor at lifeandstyle@theotherpress.ca
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Beans offer more than 
you can imagine
Beans have a bad rap. They are perhaps the most 
stigmatized food item out there, 
aside from durian. But why do 
beans have an image problem? 
Is it because beans are the main 
staple for homeless, babbling 
goofballs in films, or is it 
because beans apparently cause 
horrible gas once consumed? 
It doesn’t matter; all that does 
is that beans are the most 
overlooked food staple out 
there, despite being food royalty.
For starters, beans—which 
are members of the legume 
family—are inexpensive. At 
Galloway’s Specialty Foods in 
New Westminster you can get 
500 grams of dry bagged beans 
for about $4. 
Aside from the economic 
aspect of bean consumption, 
the food staple is extremely 
nutrient dense. Beans are high in 
protein, high in fibre, and chock-
full of antioxidants, which help 
prevent heart disease, cancer, 
and signs of ageing. 
Part of the negative 
portrayal of beans in the media 
originates from the link between 
beans and flatulence. Beans 
can cause farting in people due 
to the tough fibre within the 
beans, which our bodies need 
to work hard to digest. For me, 
I never have gas issues after 
consuming beans. I feel as if the 
link between farting and beans 
has been grossly overstated, 
but if one does find that it’s a 
problem for them, then there are 
solutions. 
One method of helping 
bean digestion is to soak beans 
overnight before cooking them; 
this helps soften up fibres in 
the legumes. Another method 
is to build up your bean 
tolerance. Start by eating smaller 
quantities, and then build up 
towards more substantial bean 
portions. If all else fails, you 
can purchase Beano, which is 
an over-the-counter medication 
that helps individuals digest 
fibre and prevent flatulence. 
You can find Beano at any major 
supermarket pharmacy.
Today diabetes and 
high cholesterol are on the 
rise, and our collective diets 
(high in processed meats and 
carbohydrates) have left our 
bellies fat and created poor 
health in many of us. Beans are 
here to help! A study from 2012 
suggested that a diet high in 
legumes is able to keep blood 
sugar levels constant and also 
lower the risk of coronary 
heart disease in patients with 
Type 2 diabetes. A high legume 
intake can also help people lose 
weight if they’ve relied heavily 
on grains as a source of fibre 
and protein. The British Journal 
of Nutrition even dedicated a 
whole issue to beans because 
they wanted the world to know 
how nutritious beans are. 
It’s time that the humble 
and stigmatized legumes break 
into the mainstream and become 
an accepted and loved food 
staple. The potential side effects 
are minor and worth risking to 
gain the benefits of the bean. 
Whether you prefer black beans, 
kidney beans, lima beans, or 
navy beans, the mighty legume 
is the ultimate food item if you 
are hoping to become healthier, 
wealthier (from grocery 
savings), and happier.
Don’t be mean, eat your beans!
Retro revival poised for 
heavy rotation revolution?
The picture snuck up on me as I absentmindedly 
scrolled through my newsfeed 
of the same old repetitive stuff. 
Grumpy Cat, raving political 
babble, pointless detail of 
someone’s lunch, more Grumpy 
Cat, complaints about the 
summer heat, Doctor Who, that 
damn cat yet again, some boring 
meme I don’t care to recall, a 
photo of vinyl records at a store 
display… blink. Stop scrolling. 
Moment of disbelief. Click pic to 
see the details better. Jaw drop.
It was not an old photo 
retouched for digital sharing. I 
could tell it was a recent photo 
because of the David Guetta 
album among the Hendrix, 
Deep Purple, and Beatles on a 
rack at London Drugs. A full 
stock of vinyl records being sold 
in the year 2013, no less. I knew 
I had to see this for myself. A 
few days later, I dropped by a 
couple London Drugs locations 
in my area. The electronics 
department in both locations 
had their own stocks of vinyl 
albums: from current artists like 
Adele and Mumford & Sons, 
to re-issues of classics by Elvis 
Presley, Queen, and Miles Davis. 
A subsequent visit to HMV in 
Metrotown revealed another 
selection of vinyl. The whole 
experience felt like someone 
tossed a time warp into a giant 
blender and hit frappé. 
With iPods making endless 
playlists magically portable, 
and the compact disc barely 
avoiding joining cassettes in 
the passé bin, I wondered how 
there could be a market for what 
I thought was a long-outdated 
music format. Aside from DJs 
and pockets of vinyl aficionados, 
is the demand really great 
enough for the venerable 
gramophone record?
The answers I got surprised 
me a bit. One London Drugs 
employee told me that some 
of today’s youth had been 
curious about these big black 
discs, and began raiding their 
parents’ dusty old collections to 
give them a listen. Apparently 
it started up a revival market 
fuelled by interest in anything 
“retro.” 
Another employee talked 
about how vinyl yielded a 
“warmer” sound, as opposed 
to modern digital formats being 
prone to slight distortion. An 
old friend of mine told me how 
most jazz enthusiasts still listen 
to vinyl today, calling it the most 
physically durable format for 
recorded music, provided the 
medium undergoes proper care 
and maintenance. 
It brought to mind 
something I learned about one 
of Marshall McLuhan’s Laws 
of Technology, how further 
advancement may lead to 
something lost from the past 
being revived. But I don’t know 
how deeply the vinyl resurgence 
has penetrated the mainstream 
market. I haven’t seen any vinyl 
stock at Future Shop or Best 
Buy, and Metrotown is the only 
HMV location where I’ve found 
them so far. However, small 
independent stores might stand 
a good chance of providing a 
substantial supply. And there’s 
a website called Music on Vinyl 
(www.musiconvinyl.com), 
complete with online catalogue. 
I couldn’t resist a few 
captures during my visits, 
purchasing five albums: three by 
Michael Jackson (Off The Wall, 
Thriller, Bad), and two by Daft 
Punk (Discovery, Random Access 
Memories). I still primarily listen 
to my CDs for music enjoyment, 
but I had different reasons for 
my purchases: future collector’s 
items. I’m dead certain some 
people still have their original 
Beatles, Stones, or Zeppelin 
albums from half a century ago. 
Hey, I have to start somewhere. 
It’s the vinyl countdown
Kidney beans | Photo courtesy of Wikimedia
Aidan
Mouellic
Staff Writer
Clive Ramroop, Contributor
Life & StyLe.www.theotherpress.ca
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The Other Dress
Cronuts, doughnuts, and 
cake trends of the past
If there’s one thing I like better than studying for exams, it’s 
cake. Glorious mounds of tasty 
sugar-infused comfort—what 
could be better? I’ll tell you 
what’s better: trendy cakes 
and pastries. Since Seinfeld 
introduced the idea of trend-
based baked goods with Top 
of the Muffin to You!, I’ve been 
obsessed with consuming only 
the most cutting-edge pastries. 
As such, let’s take a sweet walk 
down some of the yummiest 
cake trends of the past few 
years.
Krispy Kreme glazed 
doughnuts
Do you remember when this 
was a thing? When everyone 
from your mom to your mayor 
was freaking out over these 
glazed treats? 
Krispy Kreme’s claim to 
fame is its glazed, yeast-raised 
doughnut; unlike regular, run-
of-the-mill doughnuts, these 
suckers offer a unique, melt in 
your mouth taste experience. 
While Krispy Kreme 
originated in the United States 
in the 1930s, franchises only 
started popping up in Canada 
in 2001. When Krispy Kreme 
reached BC in the mid-2000s, 
there was a glossy period of 
time when everyone went crazy 
for these faddy cakes. Alas, the 
hype and the ubiquity of the 
Krispy Kreme trend evaporated 
about as quickly as one of 
these babies could melt in your 
mouth. Today, there is only one 
location in the Lower Mainland, 
located in Delta. Eat your heart 
out on your way to the ferry 
terminal, but be aware that these 
are no longer considered cool.
Cake pops
Sunshine, [cake]pops, and 
rainbows—oh, what a 
delightfully bougie treat! Cake 
pops are basically super-dense, 
bite-sized balls of cake (similar 
to a classic doughnut hole or 
Timbit) served on a stick like a 
lollipop and wrapped in icing. 
Perfect for people on portion-
regulated diets, these little 
goodies are perfectly impractical 
when you take into account the 
work-to-taste payoff ratio. 
According to Wikipedia, 
cake pops came of age in 2009. 
There was a period of a few 
years when you could find 
elaborate cake pops everywhere, 
though now your best bet is 
to hit up your local Starbucks 
where you can enjoy a bit of 
cake on a stick for about $1.60. 
Pricey, trendy, and full of sugar, 
the cake pop was the ultimate 
faddy treat. 
Cronuts
Oh, to go nuts for a Cronut! 
The Cronut—a cross between a 
croissant and a doughnut—hit 
New York-based Dominique 
Ansel Bakery’s shelves in May 
of this year. It’s a delicate pastry 
made from fried croissant dough 
that’s sugared and touched with 
magic—apparently, it’s to die 
for. The minute the first Cronut 
touched a hungry patron’s 
tongue, it was swallowed into 
our culture’s conscious as the 
most coveted of all the cakes. 
What makes the Cronut 
such an amazing cake trend? In 
my opinion, it’s the difficulty 
it takes to acquire one. Ansel’s 
process seems long and arduous 
(apparently it takes hours to 
make a single Cronut), and it’s 
hard to imitate. NPR reported 
that a black market for the treats 
has sprung up, with scalpers 
selling Cronuts for $100 a pop. 
That’s like $20 a bite! How 
deliciously chic.
While legit Cronuts are still 
an Ansel Bakery exclusive, I’m 
sure this treat will fly—much 
like a unicorn—down the food 
chain to one day reach our 
plebeian taste buds. 
So, as we careen towards 
2014, what is the ultimate cake 
du jour? That is, of course, a 
deeply personal choice that only 
you can make. My advice is to 
simply ride the waves of sugar 
and flour and follow the trends 
as they come. All you have to 
lose is a few pounds. 
Samantha Girard
Associate of Science
How would you describe your 
style? “Comfy and casual!”
Where are your favourite places 
to shop? “H&M and Lululemon, 
typical white girl places.”
Best dressed instructor? “Alan 
[Meichsner] from the math 
department, he has cool black-
rimmed glasses.”
Best dressed celebrity? “I don’t 
know! Oh wait… Rihanna has a 
badass sense of style!”
Logan Wedgewood
General Studies
What influences your style? 
“Well, it’s around the world day 
[Douglas College’s celebration 
of International Day on 
November 21], so I figured I’d 
wear Hawaiian today.”
Favourite place to shop? 
“H&M.”
Best dressed staff member? 
“My baseball coach Cav 
Whitely, here at Douglas.”
Krispy Kreme, Cake Pops, and Cronuts
Files from and photos by Aiden Mouellic
Let them eat cake!
Douglas College students keeping campus fresh
Sharon Miki, Senior Columnist
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How to put your 
best face forward
“Are you taking a selfie?” Those 
are five words that I hear pretty 
frequently. I’m known among 
my friends (and probably 
strangers) as that person who’s 
always snapping self-portraits. 
At hockey games, in my hallway, 
in front of my computer, heck, 
anytime the light is right or 
my hair is looking particularly 
fierce. Front-facing cameras were 
invented for my kind.
Selfie pros and dabblers 
alike can be happy this week: 
their hobby has recently 
been awarded some much-
appreciated official clout, in the 
form of the Oxford Dictionaries 
Word of the Year. Defined as “a 
photograph that one has taken 
of oneself, typically one taken 
with a smartphone or webcam 
and uploaded to a social 
media website,” the behaviour 
has become so popular that 
the selection committee 
unanimously agreed on its Word 
of the Year status for 2013.
Taking pictures solo is 
definitely not a new thing for 
humankind. Painters Van Gogh 
and Frida Kahlo selfied with the 
best of them, and early adopters 
of photographic technology 
started out by photographing 
whatever they had on hand—
usually themselves. The recent 
proliferation of high-powered 
personal cameras that are 
literally in your pocket 100 
per cent of the time has only 
served to push selfies into the 
mainstream.
And I think that’s great! 
Some have described selfies as 
a narcissistic cry for help, others 
have claimed that selfies are 
harmful, and still more maintain 
that they’re just annoying. 
But I think that at their worst, 
they’re harmless, and at their 
best, they are a dynamic way to 
share yourself with your social 
network. They allow you to 
control your image—no more 
relying on someone to snap a 
nice shot of you. You can control 
your light and get your best 
angle for that perfect Facebook 
profile picture. They also show 
the world just what you look 
like at a specific moment in time: 
this is me at 3 a.m., this is me in 
line for a taco, this is me by the 
ocean. It’s an intensely personal 
way to share a moment, and like 
any picture, it says more than 
words. 
Since I’m known as the 
Selfie Queen, I thought it only 
fair that I impart upon my 
readership some of the wisdom 
I’ve picked up in my 10-year 
career of self-styled snaps. Not 
only will these tips help you step 
up your Instagram game, they 
will also help you look better in 
pictures that other people take. 
In that way, selfies are great 
training for any other type of 
snapshot.
The two key factors 
involved in great selfies are light 
and angle. The absolute best 
light for a selfie is that particular 
glow that comes when you’re 
in an airplane at maximum 
altitude and the sun is bouncing 
off the tops of the clouds below 
you. This soft, diffuse light 
is gorgeous, but for obvious 
reasons cannot be attained 
on the regular. So, failing an 
airborne voyage, it’s best to take 
your selfie on a sunny day or in 
a well-lit room. Take test shots 
from different directions until 
you find what works. 
Angle is important because 
everyone has their best side, and 
it might take some trial and error 
to find yours. Just remember 
that pictures shot from below 
are never nice unless you’re 
the director of Citizen Kane. 
Conversely, selfies taken from 
too high an angle can cause the 
viewer to feel a slight vertigo, 
so those are best avoided too. 
The perfect angle is a little above 
head-on, and slightly to one 
side. Tilt your head, smile with 
your eyes (smize!), and project 
the raw, angelic beauty of your 
soul.
Sophie
Isbister
Life & Style
lifeandstyle@theotherpress.ca
L&S LISTED
Ten ‘Goosebumps’ titles, all grown up
It started as a joke. A humorous one-off that went way too far. Someone in my group of friends took a jab at 
Goosebumps books and said “We should start a book club.” 
Months later, I’m leading the way and on my second 
Goosebumps novel since I was an angsty youth. A brief look 
at R.L. Stine’s Goosebumps will reveal a library of wildly 
unoriginal titles, ranging from classics like Monster Blood, 
Say Cheese and Die Again, and Let’s Get Invisible. While my 
academic focus is on becoming a teacher, I also have a list of 
hypothetical Generation II Goosebumps titles to write in case 
things go awry.
1. My Uncle’s a Monster… Maybe 
2. There’s Nothing Good on Television 
3. The Roommate That Ate Everything 
4. Ghost Vampire Mummy Shark 
5. The Movie Adaptation of a Novel 
6. My Parents are in Town 
7. Why I’m Afraid of Fear 
8. The Friend Zone 
9. The Writer’s Block of Doom 
10. The Hangover That Wouldn’t, Like, Go Away
Express your selfie
www.theotherpress.ca
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It’s up to us to 
ensure our safety 
as pedestrians
Close to Douglas College’s New Westminster campus 
is a pedestrian crosswalk that 
crosses Eighth Avenue. During 
a dark and rainy evening last 
week, I was driving down 
the street approaching the 
crosswalk, when a large 
number of students began to 
make their way across. Like 
everyone else on the road, I 
consider myself to be a good 
driver: I drive at safe speeds, 
never use a handheld device, 
and rarely have distracting 
passengers. Because of this, 
I was able to sort of see the 
people crossing the road and 
stop to let them cross. 
If I had been engaged 
in sinful and illegal driving 
habits such as texting, talking 
on a phone, or applying 
make-up, then perhaps those 
pedestrians would have been 
hit. In a scenario such as that, 
the driver would legally take 
all the blame, but pedestrians 
still need to take precautions. 
The pedestrians I saw crossing 
the road seemed to think they 
were invincible. None of them 
made eye contact with me, and 
most of them were wearing 
dark clothing underneath their 
dark umbrellas. When walking 
around town, we all have the 
right to be safe, but our safety 
isn’t guaranteed. We all have 
to take appropriate measures 
to ensure that all road users 
are safe. 
For drivers, it’s pretty 
simple. Drive at a speed that 
will allow stopping in an 
effective manner at all times 
of the day; this is sometimes 
below the posted limit when 
the weather isn’t ideal. Also, 
don’t use your phone while 
driving. If you’re tempted to 
take selfies or update Twitter 
on the road, then please put 
your cellphone in the trunk 
during trips. The goal here is 
to make the roads safe. If not 
using your cellphone while 
driving will impact your social 
life, just think about what 
being dead will do to it. 
For pedestrians, staying 
safe while out walking is a 
bit more complicated. During 
the day, visibility is less of an 
issue, but it’s still crucial for 
drivers to see you. Always 
make eye contact with them 
when crossing a road; it’s not 
a guarantee that they’ll stop. I 
never cross a street until all the 
cars have stopped. I’ve seen 
distracted drivers fly through 
reds too many times to take 
the chance. 
At night, things are 
especially sketchy for 
pedestrians: drivers have 
limited visibility, are more 
prone to fatigue, and are often 
in a rush to get home. The best 
way to increase safety while 
walking at night is to wear 
bright and reflective clothing; 
anything to get the attention of 
drivers is paramount. 
Pedestrian safety is a two-
way street. It’s up to the road 
users and foot traffic to ensure 
that both parties stay safe. 
Drivers have a responsibility 
to operate their vehicles in a 
safe manner, and pedestrians 
have the responsibility to take 
care of themselves and not 
trust drivers.
Together, we can help 
keep each other healthy, safe, 
and happy during these cold, 
wet, and dark months. 
Pedestrian safety is a two-way street. It’s up to the road users and foot 
traffic to ensure that both parties stay safe.
Looking both ways
Aidan
Mouellic
Staff Writer
A look at today’s stars 
with actual talent
While some observers, myself included, might 
feel the music industry today 
is short on standout acts 
in a homogeneous crowd, 
that doesn’t mean our era is 
completely lacking in them. This 
isn’t a complete list of every 
mainstream act that I feel have 
“it”; these are just observations 
on three artists, so don’t feel 
jilted if I haven’t named your 
favourites. 
At first glance, Adele doesn’t 
resemble the prototypical pop 
princess; but once her voice 
erupts, image means nothing. 
“Rolling in the Deep” premiered 
in late 2010, going onto conquer 
the airwaves with a seven-week 
number one reign on Billboard’s 
Hot 100 Singles charts—along 
with other worldwide successes. 
Without depending on repetitive 
computerized loops, she delivers 
a performance of classic soul in 
a modern era, tapping into real 
emotions. Her album 21 earned 
six Grammys and sold over 
20-million copies worldwide. 
Putting that figure into 
perspective, the second most 
recent album to reach 20-million 
albums sold worldwide was 
Usher’s Confessions in 2004. Not 
bad for someone who balked at 
an executive’s suggestion that 
she lose weight. Given a proper 
chance, an artist can flourish 
without conforming to some 
media-perpetuated cookie cutter 
image.
Daft Punk certainly has 
a unique look; their robotic 
helmets are as integral to their 
image as Kiss’s trademark 
make-up. However, it’s difficult 
to stand out sonically in the 
electronic music realm, a genre 
defined by repeating digital 
loops of “four to the floor” beats. 
And four studio albums and one 
soundtrack album in 20 years 
doesn’t sound like a prolific 
output. Yet their current album, 
Random Access Memories became 
one of 2013’s bestsellers and the 
duo’s first number one album 
in the US charts. This success 
came despite assembling their 
works using unconventional 
tactics; how many people of this 
generation had heard of Nile 
Rodgers, Giorgio Moroder, or 
Paul Williams? Collaboration 
with older artists and a current 
star, Pharrell Williams, and 
working modern-day spins on 
classic funk, soul, and disco is 
what’s given Daft Punk their 
biggest commercial success to 
date.
Looking at Lady Gaga, 
I can’t tell if I’m looking at a 
future pop music legend or a 
hyper-amped one-person freak 
show. I don’t need to recap her 
publicized antics or her concerts, 
which often reach a spectacle 
comparable to Michael Jackson’s 
tours. Many of her hits often 
fall under the commonly heard 
electro-pop style played today. 
So despite not being a major 
Gaga fan, why am I naming 
her here? Believe it or not, 
although she’s known for pop, 
she really has a legitimate arts 
background, and earned her way 
into the industry not by going for 
instant TV 
exposure like an American Idol 
wannabe, but the hard old-
fashioned way: working bar 
shows while living in cheap 
apartments, then becoming a 
songwriter before launching 
her solo career. To reinforce her 
legitimacy as an artist—rather 
than a mere performer—listen 
to her album track “Speechless.” 
Strip away the gimmicks and 
blingy bullshit, give her a simple 
piano, and she can still play and 
sing without auto-tune. Try that 
with Miley Cyrus and she’d 
get her ridiculous tongue stuck 
between the piano keys. While 
some may accuse 
Gaga of ripping 
off stars like 
Madonna, well, 
remember that 
even 
the King of Pop wasn’t shy about 
borrowing from James Brown. 
There are several others 
whom I haven’t mentioned, 
who stand a chance to be future 
legends by forging their own 
paths with music that actually 
sounds like music. I just wish 
that more of them—and a new 
innovator—would be allowed 
more prominence in the 
business. 
Modern music stars as artists, not just marketing machines
Clive Ramroop, Contributor
Need to vent? Contact the editor at opinions@theotherpress.ca
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Bring on the poinsettias!
I’ll be the first to admit that I haven’t always been the 
biggest fan of Christmas. 
Growing up in a lower income 
family always made the 
holidays a strain, in regards 
to both time and money. 
However, as I’ve gotten older 
and taken much of the burden 
off my parents, it seems that 
the holidays have retained their 
charm and intended jolly spirit 
and lost most of the commercial 
impositions of the past. I now 
fall into the category of one who 
appreciates Christmas music, 
decorations, and poinsettias in 
early November. 
As soon as Halloween 
is finished, we all watch 
as the fake trees come out. 
Walmart, Superstore, and 
Costco employees spend the 
early mornings changing the 
inventory displays to meet 
the next financial opportunity. 
But let’s be honest—what else 
is there to get excited about 
in November? Christmas has 
become a milestone to mark the 
transition between the dreary, 
cold, damp lull of mid-fall. 
There is a time when autumn 
leaves are exciting and we 
welcome the chance to display 
our finest sweaters, mugs, and 
pea coats—but this quickly 
wears off. And as a woman, 
Movember simply isn’t enough 
for me. Remembrance Day is 
something not to be forgotten, 
but it’s a sombre event that 
I wouldn’t necessarily call a 
celebration. When the leaves 
become soggy and the light in 
your jack-o’-lantern flickers 
out, it’s time to look forward to 
something else.
“Holiday spirit” still holds 
true for many, even though 
some may argue that Christmas 
is too commercialized. Some 
may look at the early displays 
as a nasty reminder of our 
wasteful, consumer-driven 
society; however, we must 
remind ourselves that we have 
the purchasing power and 
consumerism is in our hands. 
Personally, I don’t feel pressure 
to buy ridiculous amounts of 
anything for anyone during the 
holidays, and the early start 
only serves to take the pressure 
off last-minute purchases. 
In the last few years I have 
felt time moving faster than I 
could ever imagine. A month 
passes in a few weeks, and 
the weeks pass in a few days. 
November just started and 
December is only a week away. 
Starting Christmas early is a 
way to extend the joys of the 
holiday season. It’s a valuable 
tradition which at its core brings 
people together and inspires 
them to do good. It inspires 
generosity and offers some well-
deserved feelings of warmth 
and rest in the coldest season. 
This is a feeling that it doesn’t 
hurt to extend. 
And as for political 
correctness, in this case may 
I just say, “Fuck political 
correctness”? The debates on 
celebrating Christmas in schools 
or whether to say “Happy 
Holidays” as opposed to “Merry 
Christmas” are just plain 
ridiculous. The holiday is so far 
from religious and is celebrated 
by so many non-Christians 
that it shouldn’t be offensive to 
any religion. Just as you would 
experience the traditions of a 
different culture leaving the 
country, you should experience 
it living in your own. Christmas 
isn’t an imposition of Christian 
beliefs, it’s a cultural tradition—
and starting early is a way to 
prepare and generate positive 
excitement just as you would for 
any other festival or celebration. 
It gives a chance to express your 
love for family, friends, and for 
your fellow man. December 
can’t come fast enough. 
It’s not that time of year yet
It seems each year the gap between Christmases is 
shorter and shorter, like some 
festive global warming sucking 
the life out of every other 
season. Every November, I 
watch as some people glow with 
anticipation, while others frown 
at all the premature tinsel, lights, 
and Santa Claus imitators. Now, 
I hate to defend the Grinches 
out there, because I’m all about 
fun and decorations—who cares 
what religion, holiday, or festival 
people actually celebrate, it’s all 
about good cheer—but let’s not 
have three servings of dessert 
before dinner; that would spoil 
our appetite.
I personally never set 
up Christmas decorations. I 
consider it a waste of time, 
although I’m glad other people 
string them up. Still I wonder 
why they don’t just leave them 
up all year round if they like 
them so much. Is that such a 
stupid question? Why can’t we 
have Christmas lights on 365 
days of the year? I wouldn’t be 
angry—then again, we might 
as well go ahead and celebrate 
my birthday and Halloween 365 
days a year as well. I wouldn’t 
be angry about that, either.  
The point I’m trying to 
make here is that patience 
should be a part of the holiday 
season. It’s an important 
discipline to embed into our 
psyche. It strengthens us as 
people. Anticipation plays a 
large role during the holidays, 
and it’s figuratively the 
heartbeat of the season. There 
is nothing wrong with looking 
forward to something, but don’t 
count the Easter eggs before 
they hatch. 
Honestly, there are way 
too many holidays and it’s a 
tad overkill to celebrate one for 
over a month and a half. Big 
box retail stores and Starbucks 
will tell you differently, but we 
know their plan. In a survey 
conducted by SOASTA, 77 
per cent of American adults 
didn’t want stores putting up 
Christmas decorations before 
American Thanksgiving (the 
fourth Thursday of November), 
and 81 per cent felt stores 
shouldn’t play Christmas music 
before turkey day, either.
My attitude towards 
decorations is always akin to 
my attitude towards chores: just 
get it over with. But it shouldn’t 
be. Decorating shouldn’t be 
a lonesome undertaking like 
mowing the lawn or cleaning 
the gutters. It should be a 
shared experience with those 
we care about. Isn’t that what 
the holiday is about? So savour 
it a little, don’t just rush into 
it and get it done. If you ever 
feel traditions are becoming 
a humdrum task, remember 
you’re not obligated. Nobody 
really cares if your lights are up 
at all. 
Christmas is inviting, it’s 
fun, and it brings back all the 
good memories of childhood, 
but let’s grow up for a moment 
and think about everything else 
in life. It’s not healthy to indulge 
too much in one thing. We call 
them traditions, and traditions 
in their simplest form are rules 
and guidelines (I know, that 
sounds horrible, but they are). 
It’s not a bylaw and nobody is 
going to get arrested or fined, 
but the unwritten tradition 
is that decorations go up two 
weeks before Christmas and 
come down 12 days after. 
War of the Words: Celebrating Christmas early
Julia
Siedlanowska
Staff Writer
Elliot
Chan
Opinions Editor
opinions@theotherpress.ca
www.theotherpress.ca
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Let the people dance
High schools are a breeding ground of terribleness: kids 
hurt each other—physically and 
emotionally—with increasingly 
violent bullying; it’s not unusual 
for high school students to 
commit crimes ranging from 
petty theft to serious criminal 
infractions; sexual abuse and 
date rape also occur amongst 
teens. Despite it all, one thing that 
teenagers do that can never really 
be terrible (well, I mean, they can 
do it poorly, but not like, morally 
terrible) is dance, even if their 
move of choice is twerking.
The Internet is all atwitter 
after a Southern California 
high school issued a ban on the 
Miley-approved butt-bouncing 
dance move, with many 
people applauding the school’s 
prohibition of what they view as 
a sexually suggestive dance. In 
my opinion, this is a reactionary 
and unjust decision that will 
have little effect on students’ 
sexual connections to each other, 
but might lead to a lot of weird, 
closeted danced parties.
Sure, twerking is by 
definition a dance move that 
highlights a typically sexualized 
part of the human anatomy 
(i.e. the butt). However, also by 
definition, all forms of dancing 
include some sort of body 
movement. The body is (almost) 
always involved in sexual 
activity, so should we ban ballet 
recitals because the dancers use 
their bodies? Twerking might 
be suggestive to some, but 
disallowing teens from moving 
their body in one direction is not 
going to stop them from knowing 
about or wanting sex.
Regardless of how you feel 
about the particular mechanics of 
twerking, I would argue that it’s 
a less complicated form of sexual 
expression than having actual 
sex. Teenagers have been having 
intercourse long before the Ying 
Yang Twins suggested in 2001 to 
“Whistle While You Twurk,” and 
they will be having sex with each 
other long after Miley grows tired 
of co-opting ratchet culture. 
Since I presume that the 
kids are wearing clothes while 
they dance on school grounds, 
it’s unlikely that anyone’s going 
to contract a STI or conceive 
an unplanned pregnancy from 
twerking at a school dance. If 
the administration is so worried 
about the teens’ sexual awareness, 
then perhaps they should focus 
their energy on teaching safe sex 
practices and sexual education 
to students instead of banning a 
dance move like they’re cartoon 
villains. 
Just like you can’t tell me not 
to move my right arm up and 
down (some have told me that I 
have a very alluring wave), you 
can’t tell kids how they should or 
should not dance. Autonomy over 
what to do with one’s own body 
should be a basic human right—
even if they want to bounce it 
around in a sort of ridiculous way. 
Twerk on, kids. Twerk on.
Will search engine 
censorship track 
criminals or create them?
The three titans of the Internet, Google, 
Microsoft Bing, and Yahoo!, 
are developing an ethical 
way to ban perverse searches, 
most notably links to child 
pornography and abuse 
content. At one point, Google 
and Bing echoed one another in 
saying the regulation “couldn’t 
and shouldn’t be done.” They 
have finally given in with a 
little arm-twisting from David 
Cameron, the British prime 
minister, who threatened to 
bring in a new legislation if 
the search engines did not take 
steps towards the solution. 
Now with over 100,000 illegal 
search queries blocked, one 
must ask: are we in fact closer 
to solving the problem, or have 
we just closed the door and 
opened a window? 
Google admits that “no 
algorithm is perfect” when 
seeking out sexual predators 
and abuse offenders; still, the 
search engine has selected 
13,000 queries to include a 
warning, which states that 
what the user has searched for 
is illegal and offers suggestions 
for help. The problem is those 
users aren’t searching for help; 
they are seeking pleasure and 
release—and they’ll get it 
one way or another. As soon 
as these offenders recognize 
the trap doors of the Internet, 
they will find loopholes and 
alternatives, perhaps ones 
that are more dangerous and 
damaging. 
There is a global consensus 
that child pornography and 
abuse is an abhorrent crime 
and that it should be banned, 
but the Internet should be 
a platform of unlimited 
information. The difficulty is 
finding the balance between 
blocking too much and too 
little. How do we let the 
researchers research, while 
creating restrictions for the 
perverts?
The search engines 
will have to decide how 
far they are willing to push 
the ban. If pedophiles start 
using unrelated keywords 
to communicate, does that 
mean innocuous words will be 
banned as well? Slang words 
are born every day, and to try 
to track each and every one is 
a lost cause. Dr. Joss Wright, 
a researcher at the Oxford 
Internet Institution, made a 
valid point saying that users 
can start referring to abuse 
images as “cake”—you cannot 
block the word “cake” from 
searches. 
It’s also important to 
remember that Google, Bing, 
and Yahoo! are just companies 
providing a service—they 
are not the Internet at large. 
The dirty images can still be 
uploaded and shared through 
peer-to-peer sites, and experts 
agree that that is the common 
interaction between Internet 
pedophiles.  
This new firewall might 
stop a few perpetrators, but 
these big companies need 
to watch their step, because 
they’re headed towards a 
slippery slope. Consider all 
the illegal content in the world 
and then consider the depths 
of the Internet. Our freedom 
to search the web may be 
greatly hindered if authorities 
truly believe that blocking 
links is the key solution. You 
wouldn’t ban the use of cars if 
drug dealers were transporting 
contraband on wheels. The 
same goes for the Internet. 
This blockade is far from the 
solution—if anything, it’s a 
mere detour.
A little twerk never hurt nobody
Miley Cyrus Twerking | Screenshot via Youtube
Elliot
Chan
Opinions Editor
opinions@theotherpress.ca
Google alert
Sharon Miki, Senior Columnist
Know the score? Contact the editor at sports@theotherpress.ca
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James not Harden “D”
Typically, athletes are broadcast across media for 
their talent and potential reign 
over their sport. Michael Jordan 
is possibly the best basketball 
player of all time. Kobe Bryant 
runs a close race against Jordan. 
Ray Allen is admired for his 
beautiful three-pointer, and 
Charles Barkley is known as one 
of the best posts ever, despite 
having no championship to back 
his claim. It is very seldom that 
the league makes a mockery of 
their very own. 
However, this is the case 
for the Houston Rockets’ James 
Harden. His resumé includes 
an NBA All-Star appearance, 
Third Team All-NBA, Sixth Man 
of the Year, All-Rookie Second 
Team, Consensus First Team All-
American, Pac-10 Player of the 
Year, and All-Pac-10 First Team. 
He started his career by 
being selected third overall 
by Oklahoma City in the 2009 
draft, but it was unclear just 
how vital his lack of defensive 
pride would affect their season. 
Traded from Oklahoma City in 
a jaw-dropping decision, this 
six-foot, five-inch 220-pound 
pile of lazy has been chewed 
up by the media for his lack of 
effort on the defensive end of 
the floor. The claim may seem 
rather harsh since the shooting 
guard averages 25.9 points per 
game and proceeded to take the 
Rockets into playoffs, all while 
being named by the general 
managers of the NBA as the best 
shooting guard in the league. 
Still, his accolades are no excuse. 
One could take a gander 
at how true shooting guards 
must feel about one of the worst 
defensive players in the league 
being ranked the best shooting 
guard, but isn’t this generally the 
case? Many athletes excel on one 
end of the floor. However, most 
of these athletes tend to work 
extremely hard to even out their 
skill on the other end. Harden 
has been blasted for his lack of 
effort. YouTube has hundreds of 
clips of Harden “falling asleep” 
on defence and allowing his 
opponents to do whatever they 
please on the court. The Rockets 
didn’t do too well in their 
previous season—rest assured 
that was in part the result of 
Harden’s desire to put the ball in 
the hole, rather than prevent the 
opposing team from doing the 
same. 
In their most recent game 
against the Mavericks, the 
Rockets gave up 123 points, 
resulting in a loss by three. If 
Harden had only known that 
basketball is five-on-five, the 
Rockets could have taken home a 
“W.” Harden never put his hands 
up and hardly 
even knew 
his man 
was at the 
rim while 
he danced 
around at 
the three-
point line. If 
this lack of 
pride persists, 
the Rockets 
are going to 
find themselves 
missing the 
playoffs on 
account of a 
“disease of 
Harden.” His 
blatant lack of 
support on the 
floor will eventually 
rattle the cages of his 
teammates—but then 
again, you don’t need 
to play defence to get 
the ball!
Men’s basketball 
loses to Langara
Playing second-place Langara College on November 22, 
the men’s basketball team knew 
they were in for a tough one. 
Though the Royals made a game 
of it, Langara prevailed in the 
end.  
In the first quarter, Douglas 
struggled putting the ball in the 
hole. Langara shot nearly 50 
per cent from the field, which 
didn’t allow for a fast break or 
defensive rebounds. Although 
the rebounding was fairly 
even across the board, Langara 
shot an incredible 45.5 per 
cent from the three-point line. 
Grant Campbell led the Royals’ 
scoring in the first half, hitting 
14 points of the team’s 33 points.
The Royals walked out 
of the half down 15, but there 
was plenty of time on the clock 
to make a comeback. They 
contested the three-pointers 
much better in the second half 
but began to leave gaps open in 
the key. Langara capitalized on 
every opportunity in the paint. 
Campbell continued to play 
an exceptional game and was 
joined by his teammate, Andrew 
Baron, who put up 17 points. 
Unfortunately, the Royals lacked 
any other double-digit scorers. 
In the final minutes of the 
game the intensity heated up 
profusely. Ethan McKean was 
hit, causing the referees to call 
a flagrant foul against Langara. 
The coach’s reaction resulted 
in a technical in addition to the 
flagrant. Campbell shot and 
made all four; despite his efforts, 
though—he finished with 36 
points—Douglas took another 
loss. The final score was 80-101.
“We had three things 
defensively that we wanted to 
do and we did a poor job of that. 
Not to mention they hit mostly 
all their shots. But tonight 
highlighted the three key 
principles and it taught us what 
we just can’t do,” said coach 
Denis Beausoleil.
Play what now?
Campbell not enough
Courtnie
Martin
Sports Reporter
Courtnie
Martin
Sports Reporter
Photo courtesy of Courtnie Martin
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Royals take out 
VIU Mariners
On November 22, the men’s volleyball team played 
its second to last game before 
the break when they hosted 
the visiting Vancouver Island 
University (VIU) Mariners. With 
the Mariners’ starting centre 
injured for the match, the Royals 
were looking to take advantage 
of a possible weakness. And 
they did, taking the game three 
sets to one.
“We knew they were not 
going to be as confident as 
they would normally, but they 
played pretty well considering 
they had to change their centre. 
They always play with lots of 
heart and fire and you could 
hear them the whole time. We 
knew we were definitely still 
going to have our hands full,” 
commented coach Brad Hudson.
The game started with 
VIU hopping out to a 1-0 lead, 
but that would be the biggest, 
and only, lead for them that 
set. Douglas got on top 9-2 
at one point, and while VIU 
drew within one later in the 
set, the Royals always seemed 
in control, ultimately taking 
it 25-21 with Angus Ireland 
supplying the final dig before 
Andrew McWilliam put it 
away. The Royals dropped the 
second set 25-20 but were back 
to business in the third, taking 
it 25-16 on a George Thompson 
spike to put the hosts back in the 
driver’s seat 2-1. Douglas had 
been strong at the net all game, 
but it was truly on display in the 
final set as Drew Ruby, Caleb 
Konrad, and Ahmad Mustafa 
Haq all came up with huge 
blocks to help the Royals finish 
up 25-20. 
“I think we passed well and 
our offence really exploded. 
We dug up a lot of balls and 
our blocks were up there a lot 
too. We were pretty consistent 
throughout the whole match,” 
said McWilliam.
With the squad now 
finished with league games 
for the semester, coach 
Hudson spoke to the team’s 
development. “We’re not near 
good enough in anything yet for 
us to rest our hats on it. I think 
they’re doing a really good job 
and they’re starting to figure out 
who they are, but really there’s 
a lot of aspects to our game that 
we could still, at the very least, 
tweak.” 
Hudson also spoke to the 
different paces of the year’s 
games and the timing of the 
break. “First semester is so 
long for us. We don’t start until 
after Thanksgiving, whereas 
second semester you start first 
week back. First semester feels 
very much like a marathon and 
second semester’s a little bit 
more of a sprint. We’re excited 
to get back at it.”
McWilliam’s thoughts 
heading into Christmas were 
positive, too. “Obviously we 
would have liked to have been 
undefeated—that’s ideal. But I 
think we’re learning a lot, as you 
can see today.” 
McWilliam finished with 
his thoughts on what the team 
needed to work on. “Just 
coming out with energy. As long 
as we maintain that and don’t 
ride a roller coaster—just keep a 
level of composure throughout 
the whole time—I think we’ll be 
fine.”
The team will take to 
California over the break for 
some games before resuming in 
January with a 6-6 record. 
Women’s volleyball 
loses to VIU
 
The women’s volleyball team suffered a tough defeat 
against the Vancouver Island 
University (VIU) Mariners on 
November 22, losing in straight 
sets 3-0. With the Mariners 
having only lost nine sets all 
year, some could excuse the 
rout, but no Royal was fine with 
that attitude.
“Not at all,” said first year 
Madison Burt, when asked if 
the loss was an easy one to take. 
“We had a couple players that 
came out to compete, but I don’t 
feel like the whole team showed 
up today. We can definitely 
compete with them though. We 
had doubts going in because 
we knew they didn’t lose a lot, 
but tomorrow we’re going to 
be ready to go,” said first year 
Madison Burt. 
Fourth year Avneet 
Shokar agreed, “I think we 
could’ve beat them. We were 
just mentally not there today. 
Tomorrow we get a second 
chance at it so I hope we do 
better. We shouldn’t let that 
[VIU’s impressive season] get to 
us really, we should just worry 
about what’s happening on our 
side of the court. I just want to 
forget about it and move on to 
tomorrow.”
The Royals were 
competitive for most of the first 
set, keeping the score relatively 
close until the Mariners broke 
away on a six point run at 19-15 
to take it 25-15. In the second set 
the hosts showed some life after 
falling into a seven-point hole; 
following a timeout, the Royals 
clawed back to within one 
point at 15-14 with Kelsi Taron 
supplying an ace and Shokar 
with a huge block, but that was 
as close as they would get—
ultimately losing 25-17. The 
Royals never had a chance in 
the final as VIU sported leads of 
7-1 and 20-10 at various points 
before finishing the game 25-14.
“I think it’s always a great 
opportunity to play the best, 
or one of the best teams in 
Canada, and it’s better than any 
training that we’re going to get,” 
commented coach Kyra Iannone. 
“I think there were two of our 
players that came into their own 
tonight and just decided to put 
their youth and inexperience 
aside and really become go-to 
people for the team. That’s huge. 
Toni [Antonia Vandenbrink] is a 
first-year player and she played 
outstandingly tonight. She 
played like she was in fourth- or 
fifth-year.”
Iannone spoke to how 
the break will be good for the 
team. “There’s a lot of young 
girls on the team; I think seeing 
their families and going home 
and being around that support 
system is going to be big for 
people. A little bit of rest too. 
They’re going to come back 
rejuvenated and I think they’re 
going to appreciate their team 
more and be a tighter team in 
January.” 
She continued, “The new 
girls are really stepping into 
their roles and our team is 
really close. I’m pretty proud of 
where we’re at and what they’re 
doing.”
Burt and Shokar’s 
comments reflected their coach’s 
feelings about the break, both 
citing the mental game as an 
area of improvement. 
“We just need to work on 
our confidence. We’re playing 
against fifth years and fourth 
years—girls that have been in 
the league way longer than we 
have,” said Burt. 
Shokar added, “Mental. I 
think that we have all the skill 
that we need. We’re all big, 
strong girls. It’s not like we 
don’t have the skill. We have a 
lot of newer girls on the team 
this year so a lot of it is mental 
for us. Once we figure that out I 
think we’ll do amazing things.”
The group heads into the 
break with a 4-8 record and will 
resume in January.
Player of the game: 
#5 - Andrew McWilliam
Player of the Game: 
#6 - Toni Vandenbrink 
Nothing rime-d
Eric
Wilkins
Sports Editor
sports@theotherpress.ca
Eric
Wilkins
Sports Editor
sports@theotherpress.ca
Set for a break
 Photo courtesy of Eric Wilkins
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German set to take 
championship… again
The 2013 Formula One season is coming to a close, and 
with Sebastian Vettel in the lead 
with a more than 100-point 
buffer, it looks like the German 
wunderkind will take the 
championship. The 64th season 
of the race series began in 
Australia on March 17 and will 
end in Brazil on November 24. 
From the start, Sebastian 
Vettel has dominated the season 
in an unparalleled fashion. The 
German driver has amassed 
372 points this year, to easily 
claim the championship title. 
In second place is a distant 
Fernando Alonso with 227 
points, and Lewis Hamilton 
rounds off the podium with 
187 points. In addition, Vettel’s 
team, Red Bull Racing-Renault, 
leads the way with 553 points. 
Mercedes is behind with 348 
points, and Ferrari is in third 
with 333 points.
Many people claim that 
this season has been a bit too 
predictable due to Vettel and his 
team’s strong performances; this 
is a fair claim, since Vettel has 
set a record for most consecutive 
races in a single season this year, 
with eight so far. But having a 
champion as talented as Vettel 
lighting up the race courses is 
anything but boring. Having 
the predictability of Vettel on a 
race course just means that the 
audience will witness perfection. 
If Vettel maintains his 
quality of driving in the final 
round in Brazil, this will be 
the fourth consecutive World 
Championship title for Vettel 
and his Red Bull Racing-
Renault team and they are only 
gathering momentum with 
each passing year. However, 
next year brings in a new 
era of Formula One with the 
introduction of a radical new 
engine design. Instead of the 
current naturally aspirated 
2.4 litre V8 engines used in all 
current F1 cars, the 2014 cars 
will be powered by 1.6 litre 
turbocharged V6 engines. 
No season is complete 
without a dash of controversy, 
and this year was no different. 
A few controversial highlights 
included the finish of the 
Malaysian Grand Prix which 
had Vettel disregard team 
orders to not pass teammate 
Mark Webber; Vettel did pass 
and claimed the victory. He 
eventually apologized to 
his team for not following 
instructions, stating “It’s not 
a victory I should be proud 
of because it should have 
been Mark’s. If I could change 
it I would. I didn’t do it 
deliberately.”
Tire sponsor Pirelli was 
also at the centre of many 
controversies regarding the 
quality of their supplied 
tires. Teams complained to 
the Formula One organizers 
about poor tire performance 
and many teams experienced 
”unacceptable” tire failures 
during events. Pirelli has had 
to do plenty of in-season tire 
tweaking and it appears that 
their efforts are making positive 
differences.
As the 2013 F1 season wraps 
up, it’s time to reflect upon a 
season where Vettel proved that 
he is the definite king of F1 for 
now and for many seasons to 
come. If any of the other drivers 
want to mount a legitimate 
challenge against Red Bull 
Racing-Renault in 2014, they 
will have to come up with some 
sort of miracle in the off-season 
while developing their new cars. 
Vettel celebrating his  victory | Red Bull content pool
Vettel revs up F1 championship
Aidan
Mouellic
Staff Writer
Women’s basketball 
loses to Langara
On November 22, the women’s basketball team 
competed in a fully packed gym 
against their rivals, Langara 
College. Douglas lost to the 
Falcons in a 28-point upset in 
their season opener, and while 
they lost again, their most recent 
performance was a far better 
showing.
The first half was a race to 
finish as the two traded buckets 
through the opening quarters. 
The Falcons could not answer 
to the scoring consistency and 
the Royals had a difficult time 
shutting down the dribble 
penetration. The half-time 
score was indicative of how the 
game had been played, with the 
teams taking a break at 26-25 for 
Langara.
The second half was very 
much the same pace. While 
Douglas controlled the game 
through the third quarter, 
going up by eight, they were 
unsuccessful in closing out the 
game. Langara came back on a 
10-point run to take a two-point 
lead. Nanaya Miki hit some 
huge buckets to keep the team 
afloat, and as a result Douglas 
was down by six with two 
minutes to play. The referees 
called a five-second count 
against the opposing team, 
allowing Simran Bir to drain a 
clutch three. However, Langara 
knocked down five of their 
next six free throws, securing a 
victory of 60-53.
“I thought we played much 
better than the last game against 
them. Langara made important 
free throws in the end,” said 
Miki, who scored 19 points.
Close but no cigar
Player of the game:
#7 - Nanaya Miki
Courtnie
Martin
Sports Reporter
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Police say the additional 
sexual harassment 
charges are a little grey
Audible.com’s recent edition of an audio version of 
50 Shades of Grey by EL James 
has several New Westminster 
residents fuming. The book, 
dubbed “housewife porn,” has 
become a popular option for 
auditory entertainment, but 
these thrill-seeking customers 
aren’t looking to hide away 
behind a pair of headphones. 
Couples have replaced their 
Barry White for a little S&M 
serenade when they’re feeling 
frisky, and their neighbours are 
none too happy about it. 
“It was on for hours!” 
complains one resident. “I had 
to call the landlord! If I had to 
listen to one more minute of 
that girl ‘releasing her inner 
goddess’ I was going to release 
my fist into someone’s face! My 
wife wouldn’t come out of the 
bathroom for hours she was so 
ashamed!”
“I’ve never heard such 
things! Who would write such 
trash? Who’d read it for that 
matter? Depraved lunatics!” 
says Maggie Jones, a 65-year-old 
grandmother of four. “Well, after 
the first three hours I just had 
to listen to the rest, otherwise 
how would I know what to tell 
the rental office when I accused 
them of disturbing the peace?”
Audible.com declined to 
comment, but James’ publisher 
stated that they’ll be releasing 
James’ next book Mr. Black in 
the Observatory with a Candlestick 
this December, right in time for 
Christmas.
Fifty shades of noise complaint
Brittney MacDonald, Columnist
Laugh out loud hilarious? Contact the editor at humour@theotherpress.ca
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Helium company fires 
balloon manager
A strange sight beheld many fine folks who were 
enjoying some pre-winter 
weather. In the grey skies, 
witnesses reported seeing 99 red 
balloons float by without any 
context. 
“It was really surreal,” says 
local resident Mark Dangart. 
“It looked like a TV commercial 
or something. Condom 
commercials have sure gotten 
weirder these days.” 
However, some residents 
seem to be concerned. “I saw 
them fly by and I thought that 
Rob Ford was up to something 
yet again. I bet he’s going to 
pretend to be a float to get into 
the Santa Claus parade,” said 
Sally Thompson. 
While that seems like a 
very amusing idea, Ford still 
refuses to talk about his weight 
problem. He did deny setting 
the red balloons free, but he also 
made a rather graphic analogy 
about loving his wife every day 
of the week. The Other Press 
refuses to publish that quote out 
of second-hand embarrassment 
for Toronto’s citizens.    
The blog entitled “Will 
the Communists Win?” posted 
something rather alarming: 
“Panic, lads, it’s a red alert. 
There’s something here from 
somewhere else. I knew that 
Russia would wait until now to 
launch all its nuclear weapons 
against the countries who 
support gay rights. Were [sic] 
doomed.” 
 Recently, a local helium 
company claims that their ex-
balloon manager accidentally 
left the skylight open after the 
99 red balloons were made. 
They promised never to install 
skylights in their roofs again. 
By Joel McCarthy, Graphics Manager
www.youtube.com/watch?v=RUY6lDja-DE
I usually try to keep the YouTube Comedy Classics classic. 
However, since all the footage in this video was shot 
before 1997, I’ll make an exception. Sure, the Rob Ford 
parodies are getting redundant  by now, but this one is just 
freaking brilliant. Since many people have marveled at the 
resemblance Rob Ford has to Chris Farley, a brave editor 
decided to pick apart Chris Farley movies to make a fake 
biopic trailer for Rob Ford… and the results are amazing.
Witnesses report that 99 red balloons went by
Livia
Turnbull
Humour Editor
humour@theotherpress.ca
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Farmer just really wants 
that man from the police 
box to fix his computer
The 50th anniversary of the hit sci-fi series Doctor 
Who was celebrated this past 
weekend. Surprisingly, there 
was an occurrence that seemed 
in line with the event, as a report 
came out that a blue police box 
landed in a farmer’s field. 
“At first, I thought he was 
one of those guys from the Best 
Buy or something,” said farmer 
Greg Smith. “He called himself a 
Doctor, which was good because 
I needed someone to install an 
anti-virus onto the computer 
that my grandchildren gave me. 
He was rather efficient. He just 
waved a screwdriver in front of 
the computer and I got an anti-
virus.”  
The BBC was thrilled about 
their “creation” coming to life.  
“Now we can finally ask 
him all the important questions. 
Like, which regeneration was 
his favourite, and does he want 
to regenerate into a girl?” 
Unfortunately, those 
questions were never answered 
because the Doctor had to go 
back in time to stop Justin Bieber 
from taking over the universe. 
“We always knew that 
Bieber was not quite right. We 
had to create five guys to form 
a boy band just to not hear his 
awful voice on the wireless 
anymore,“ explained the Doctor. 
“What the hell’s a just in 
beaver?” asked Smith. “When 
will that Doctor from Best Buy 
be back? I need to learn how to 
text on a computer.”
Blue police box lands in the middle of a farmer’s field
Famous quotes misused for advertising
Photo illustration by Joel McCarthy
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